Mercer County
Health Department
Animal Bite Exposure Rating and Recommended Rabies Treatment Rationale

In Kentucky, animal bites and administering rabies PEP are reportable to the local health department.
Did one of the following exposures occur:


Did a mammal bite the pa ent?



Did the pa ent’s open wound, broken skin, or mucous membrane contact saliva or central
nervous system ssue from a mammal?



Did the pa ent have direct contact with a bat such that a bite or scratch cannot be ruled
out (awoke in a room with a bat)?

NO
No PEP

YES
Was the
exposure to a
high‐risk wild
animal (bat or
skunk)?

Is the animal a
very low‐risk wild
animal (squirrel,
chipmunk or
rabbit)?

NO

NO

Is the animal a
medium‐risk wild
animal (raccoon
or fox)?

NO

Is the animal a
small pocket pet
(guinea pig, gerbil
or hamster)?

NO

YES
YES

Is the animal
available for
tes ng?

No PEP

NO
YES

Test and start
PEP if posi ve

YES

YES

YES

Start PEP
promptly at local
emergency
department ***

Is the animal
available for
tes ng?
YES

Test and start
PEP if posi ve

Is the animal live‐
stock, dog, cat or
ferret?

No PEP

NO

PEP should at least be con‐
sidered, contact Mercer
County Health Dept.

 ***PEP = rabies immune globulin: total dose is 20 Units/kg body weight; pa ent can then be referred to their primary care provider for
vaccine administra on (1ml, IM, 1 each on day 0, 3, 7, and 14).
 If you are referring a pa ent to another facility to complete the series please provide the pa ent with a prescrip on for the remaining
vaccina ons. Also, encourage the pa ent to check with their insurance company to find out where their insurance would be accepted for
the treatment .
 Because some bat bites are so ny, they are diﬃcult to see. Any me a bat is found in the room of a sleeping person, in the room with an
una ended child or near a mentally impaired or intoxicated person, sekk medical advice and have the bat tested for rabies.
 Always administer a tetanus vaccine if no booster had been given in 10 years and perform appropriate wound cleaning. For addi onal
informa on please visit: h p://www.cdc.gov/rabies/medical_care/index.html
This document was last reviewed on Sept 9, 2016 by state and local health oﬃcials familiar with the epidemiology of rabies in Kentucky.

